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Organized by the Department of Political Sciences, University of Pretoria and the Department
of Politics and International Relations, University of Johannesburg

The Consortium for Comparative Research on Regional Integration and Social Cohesion-Social
Elevation (RISC-RISE) promotes the comparative examination of the human and environmental
impacts of various aspects of regional integration across geographic areas and works to integrate
community engagement, citizen science and policy-impact into its mission.

It is well known that the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a set of 17 global goals
adopted by the United Nations in 2015 as part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
The SDGs are intended to be a universal call to action to end poverty, protect the planet, and
ensure that all people enjoy peace and prosperity. The SDGs provide a framework for countries,
businesses, individuals, and civil society actors to work towards a more sustainable and just
world, and they highlight the interconnectedness of the many social, economic, and
environmental challenges facing the world today.

Social justice (generally understood as relating to fair and just relationships between individuals
and society, including equal distribution of wealth, opportunities, and privileges) is a key
component of the SDGs, as they seek to promote inclusive societies that leave no one behind.
Social justice involves promoting equality, addressing inequalities, and reducing the gap between
advantaged and disadvantaged groups. The SDGs seek to achieve social justice by promoting
economic growth and development, reducing poverty and inequality, ensuring access to
education, healthcare, and clean water and sanitation, and promoting gender equality and social
inclusion.

Overall, promoting inclusive communities is essential for achieving the SDGs and promoting
social justice. By taking measures to increase access to education, healthcare, clean water, and
economic opportunities, and by fostering social cohesion and community engagement,
protecting human rights, and addressing discrimination and inequality, we can create a more just
and sustainable world for all.


https://www.futureafrica.science/

The conference will include both keynote panels (by invitation), panels organized by the
consortium’s working groups, as well as presentations by civil society groups and community-
based organizations.

The deadline for the submission of paper proposals is 31 May 2023. All proposals should be sent
to ririorgsa@gmail.com including 1) Proposed paper title, 2) Author name(s) and contact
information, 3) Author affiliation(s) and position(s), 3) A 100-200 word abstract and 4) The name
of the panel for which the paper is being proposed. Papers presented at the conference can be
submitted for publication in the RISC Consortium’s peer-reviewed journal Regions & Cohesion.

Conference Costs: The RISC-RISE Consortium provides accommodation and conference meals for
participants affiliated with the consortium’s member institutes in good standing or with
individual membership. Accommodation will be at the Future Africa campus. Non-affiliated
scholars must pay for their own accommodation as well as a 150 Euro (roughly R2900) conference
registration fee. International travel is the responsibility of conference participants.

Panel I: Environmental SDGs and community management of natural resources: opportunities
and challenges for environmental justice/ Los ODS ambientales y la gestion comunitaria de los
recursos naturales: oportunidades y retos para la justicia ambiental

Working Group: Management of Strategic Resources, Environment and Society/ Manejo de
recursos estratégicos, ambiente y sociedad

Coordinators: Dr. Carmen Maganda (INECOL, Mexico) and Dr. Edith Kauffer (CIESAS Sureste,
Mexico)

Panel co-coordinator: M. Sc. Citlalli Gonzalez (INECOL, Mexico)

The relevance of current environmental challenges is highly reflected in the SDG framework,
particularly in seven goals: 6, 7, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 17. In 2018, the UN assessed environmental
targets and identified 93 indicators, with statistics such as the proportion of the population using
safely managed drinking water services or the proportion of local governments implementing
local disaster risk reduction strategies in line with national ones.

Despite many international efforts, in 2019, the UNEP report ‘Measuring Progress Towards
monitoring the environmental dimension of the SDGs’ declared that the world is not on track to
achieve the goals’ environmental dimensions and that actions must scale up to ensure the
planet’s long-term sustainability. The report highlighted the need to improve regional, sub-
regional, and country-level coordination to follow up, review and implement the SDGs.

Because we ask whether fulfilling the environmental SDGs will bring environmental justice for all,
this panel will focus on the urgent analysis of the convergence or challenges of environmental
targets with community engagement. From this approach, we welcome research and normative
papers addressing community management issues in biodiversity and ecosystems, circular
economy, climate change, natural resources management, marine issues, waste and water
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management; at local, national, and/or regional levels; with their respective analysis towards
SDGs and environmental justice.

La relevancia de los retos ambientales actuales estd altamente reflejada en el marco de los ODS,
especialmente en siete objetivos: 6, 7, 12, 13, 14, 15y 17. En 2018, la ONU evalud las metas
ambientales e identificé 93 indicadores, con estadisticas como la proporcion de la poblacion que
utiliza servicios de agua potable gestionados de forma segura, o la proporcion de gobiernos
locales que aplican estrategias locales alineadas a las nacionales en el tema de reduccion del
riesgo de desastres.

A pesar de los muchos esfuerzos internacionales, en 2019, el informe del PNUMA "Midiendo el
progreso hacia el monitoreo de la dimension ambiental de los ODS" declaré que el mundo no estad
en camino de alcanzar las dimensiones ambientales de estos objetivos y que las acciones deben
ampliarse para garantizar la sostenibilidad del planeta a largo plazo. El informe destaco la
necesidad de mejorar la coordinacion regional, subregional y nacional para el sequimiento, la
revision y la implementacion de los ODS.

Porque nos preguntamos si el cumplimiento de los ODS ambientales aportard justicia ambiental
para todos, este panel se centrard en el andlisis urgente de la convergencia o retos de los objetivos
ambientales con los compromisos comunitarios. Desde este enfoque, damos la bienvenida a
trabajos de investigacion y normativos que aborden temas de gestion comunitaria en materia de
biodiversidad y ecosistemas, economia circular, cambio climdtico, gestion de los recursos
naturales, asuntos marinos, residuos y gestion del agua; a nivel local, nacional y/o regional; con
su respectivo andlisis hacia los ODS y la justicia ambiental.

Panel lll: From vulnerability to the struggles for justice/ De la vulnerabilidad a las luchas por la
justicia

Working Group: Civil society, Vulnerable Populations, and State Policies of Health and Well-
being

Coordinator: Dr. Claudia Puerta Silva (Universidad de Antioquia, Colombia)

This Working Group seeks to conduct collaborative/comparative research on the role and
incidence of civil society in regional and state policies of health and well-being. This approach
considers the social and political maturity of the state, the world context of a supposed
democratization and liberalization of access to health and well-being, as well as the recognition
of the plurality of concepts which inform these policies and an increase in the expectations and
demands citizens manifest before the state.

In this panel, we invite communications about the initiatives and struggles of sectors of the
population suffering from injustices, inequalities, discrimination, dispossession, racism, and
gender-based violence. Our panelists will share research results and advances or experiences of
activism and political action inspired by, but not limited to decolonial, feminist, anti-racist,
ecological, and anti-systemic approaches. We especially want to learn about local, autonomous,
communal, and collaborative initiatives that promote just, egalitarian, and pluralistic societies.



We also encourage presentations that are concerned with proposing alternatives to hegemonic
conceptions of development, justice, and equality and explorations of disruptive practices that
promote cultural, social, and identity diversity, as well as self-determination, autonomy, and
sovereignty over one's own body, territory, future, economy, and politics.

En este panel invitamos presentaciones sobre las iniciativas y luchas de sectores de la poblacion
que sufren por las injusticias, desigualdades, discriminaciones, despojos, racismos y violencias
basadas en género. Nuestros panelistas compartirdn resultados y avances de investigacion, asi
como experiencias de activismo y accion politica inspiradas en, aunque no unicamente, enfoques
decoloniales, feministas, anti-racistas, ecoldgicos, anti-sistémicos. Queremos conocer
especialmente aquellas iniciativas locales, auténomas, comunales y colaborativas, que
promuevan sociedades justas, igualitarias y pluralistas. Serd importante también contar con
intervenciones que se ocupen de proponer alternativas a las concepciones hegemdnicas de
desarrollo, justicia e igualdad y exploraciones a prdcticas disruptivas que promuevan la diversidad
cultural, social e identitaria, asi como la autodeterminacion, la autonomia y soberania sobre el
propio cuerpo, el territorio, el futuro, la economia y la politica.

Panel IV: Immigration, Social Justice and Sustainable Development: Lessons from the Global
South/ Inmigracién, Justicia Social y Desarrollo Sostenible: Lecciones del Sur Global
Working Group: Comparative Border and Migration Politics

Coordinator: Dr. Harlan Koff (University of Luxembourg)

Throughout the world, migration has been undergoing a process of securitization. Governments
have framed migration within the parameters of security, adopting language related to threats,
legality, control and response. This approach is especially prevalent in Europe and North America.
Critics contend that these strategies have placed many migrants in harm’s way and undermined
sustainable migration governance. For this reason, the organizers of this panel call for proposals
that emphasize potential links between migration, social justice and/or sustainability, especially
within the framework of potential lessons emerging from the Global South. While local, national
and international proposals will be considered, research focusing on regional contexts and
comparative perspectives are especially welcome.

En todo el mundo, la migracion ha estado experimentando un proceso de securitizacion. Los
gobiernos han enmarcado la migracion dentro de los pardmetros de la seguridad, adoptando un
lenguaje relacionado con las amenazas, la legalidad, el control y la respuesta. Este enfoque es
especialmente frecuente en Europa y América del Norte. Los criticos sostienen que estas
estrategias han puesto en peligro a muchos migrantes y socavado la gobernanza migratoria
sostenible. Por esta razon, los organizadores de este panel convocan a propuestas que enfaticen
los posibles vinculos entre la migracion, la justicia social y/o la sostenibilidad, especialmente en
el marco de las posibles lecciones que emergen del Sur Global. Si bien se considerardn propuestas
locales, nacionales e internacionales, la investigacion centrada en contextos regionales y
perspectivas comparativas es especialmente bienvenida.



Panel V: The Social Construction of Disaster and Strategies for Disaster Risk Reduction/ La
Construccion Social del Desastre y las Estrategias para la Reduccion del Riesgo de Desastre
Working Group: The Social Construction of Risk and Disasters

Coordinator: Ms Linnet Reid (University of Luxembourg)

The social construction of risk and disaster is demonstrated by the disproportionate effects of
catastrophic events of similar magnitudes among countries and across societies. Indeed, the
experts of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) define climate risk as resulting
from the interaction of vulnerability (of the affected system), its exposure over time (to the
hazard), as well as the (climate-related) hazard and the likelihood of its occurrence. (IPCC 2018).
Disaster is thus produced by the interaction of a shock with existing social conditions, and should
therefore be analysed as a social phenomenon resulting from vulnerable systems. Vulnerability
is dynamic, multifaceted and context specific and is determined by societal organization and
intersecting factors such as gender, age, health, social status, ethnicity, and class (IPCC 2014).
Grasping the multifaceted, intersectional and ever-changing nature vulnerability is thus key to
understanding disaster and consequently, appropriate strategies for disaster risk reduction
(DRR). Without these strategies, the increased intensity and frequency of catastrophes predicted
by global climate experts will result in a widening of existing inequalities, at the global level
among countries, and at the national level among communities. Disaster risk reduction has thus
risen high on the global and national development agendas today, gaining increasing interest in
both academic and policy making circles. It is important that DRR interventions are based on
contextually anchored knowledge emerging from research on the social, economic and political
construction of underlying vulnerabilities, coming from the places and the lived experiences of
people hardest hit by disaster. The organizers of this panel recognize the need for research to
this end, and therefore extend a call for proposals looking at the social construction of disaster
and strategies for disaster risk reduction across a variety of geographies, that emphasize the role
of intersecting systems of inequality and discrimination and the role of the national policy
environment in mitigating or compounding these vulnerabilities from the top down.

La construccion social del riesgo y el desastre queda demostrada por los efectos
desproporcionados de eventos catastroficos de magnitudes similares entre paises y sociedades.
De hecho, los expertos del Panel Intergubernamental sobre el Cambio Climdtico (IPCC) definen el
riesgo climdtico como resultado de la interaccion de la vulnerabilidad (del sistema afectado), su
exposicion a lo largo del tiempo (a la amenaza), asi como la (relacionada con el clima) riesgo y la
probabilidad de que ocurra. (IPCC 2018). El desastre se produce asi por la interaccion de un choque
con las condiciones sociales existentes, y por tanto debe ser analizado como un fenémeno social
resultante de sistemas vulnerables. La vulnerabilidad es dindmica, multifacética y especifica del
contexto y estd determinada por la organizacion social y los factores que se cruzan, como el
género, la edad, la salud, el estatus social, el origen étnico y la clase (IPCC 2014). Comprender la
vulnerabilidad de la naturaleza multifacética, interseccional y en constante cambio es, por lo
tanto, clave para comprender los desastres y, en consecuencia, las estrategias apropiadas para
la reduccion del riesgo de desastres (RRD). Sin estas estrategias, el aumento de la intensidad y la
frecuencia de las catdstrofes previstas por los expertos en clima global dard como resultado una
ampliacion de las desigualdades existentes, a nivel global entre los paises y a nivel nacional entre



las comunidades. Por lo tanto, la reduccion del riesgo de desastres ha ocupado un lugar destacado
en las agendas de desarrollo globales y nacionales en la actualidad, ganando un interés cada vez
mayor en los circulos académicos y de formulacion de politicas. Es importante que las
intervenciones de RRD se basen en conocimientos anclados contextualmente que surjan de la
investigacion sobre la construccion social, econdmica y politica de las vulnerabilidades
subyacentes, provenientes de los lugares y las experiencias vividas por las personas mds afectadas
por los desastres. Los organizadores de este panel reconocen la necesidad de investigacion con
este fin y, por lo tanto, extienden una convocatoria de propuestas que analizan la construccion
social del desastre y las estrategias para la reduccion del riesgo de desastres en una variedad de
geografias, que enfatizan el papel de los sistemas de interseccion de desigualdad y la
discriminacion y el papel del entorno politico nacional en la mitigacion o el agravamiento de estas
vulnerabilidades de arriba hacia abajo.

Panel VI:

Working Group: Conflict, Violence and Memory/ Conflicto, violencia y memoria

Coordinator: Dr. Juan Carlos Velez Rendon (Universidad de Antioquia, Colombia); Dr. Irene
Piedrahita Arcila (Universidad de Antioquia, Colombia)

One Sustainable Development goal is peace, justice and strong institutions. According to the
United Nations (UN), "conflict, insecurity, weak institutions and limited access to justice continue
to pose a serious threat to sustainable development". Exercises for the production and
vindication of memories have been vital in countries that have experienced transitions to peace
and democracy to confront conflicts, reduce people's insecurity, promote institutional strength
and generate mechanisms conducive to the reparation of victims and victim societies. The group
invites papers (video or pre-recorded lectures are also welcome) on theoretical, methodological
or descriptive aspects that analyze policies or processes of memory production that have
successfully contributed to peace, justice and institutional strengthening or cases in which such
practices or policies have reactivated violence and, consequently, have prolonged conflicts,
fostered insecurity for people and generated institutional instability.

Uno de los Objetivos de Desarrollo Sostenible estd referido a la paz, la justicia e instituciones
sdlidas. Segun la Organizacion de Naciones Unidas (ONU), “los conflictos, la inseguridad, las
instituciones débiles y el acceso limitado a la justicia contintan suponiendo una grave amenaza
para el desarrollo sostenible”. Los ejercicios de produccion y reivindicacion de memorias, han
resultado clave en paises que han experimentado transiciones a la paz y a la democracia para
afrontar conflictos, reducir la inseguridad de las personas, promover la fortaleza institucional y
generar mecanismos conducentes a la reparacion de sujetos y sociedades victimas. El grupo invita
a la presentacion de ponencias (se aceptan también en formato de video o conferencia
pregrabada) sobre aspectos tedricos, metodoldgicos y/o descriptivos en los que se analicen
politicas o procesos de produccion de memoria que han contribuido exitosamente a la paz, la
justicia y al fortalecimiento institucional, o casos en los que tales procesos o politicas han
reactivado violencias y, en consecuencia, han prolongado conflictos, han propiciado inseguridad
para las personas y han generado inestabilidad institucional.



Panel VII: Quality of democracy, social justice and the SDGS/ Calidad de la democracia, la
justicia social y los ODS

Working Group: The Quality of Democracy

Coordinator: Dr. Vicky Graham (UP)

Given the many challenges confronting our societies, including climate change, recent and future
pandemics, depletion of natural resources, demographic changes, massive inequality, and
poverty as well as, inter alia, diminishing trust in political institutions, growing apathy towards
formal political participation, corruption and growing suppression of civil and political liberties,
the need for good quality democracy is arguably even more important now than ever before.
Democracy and social justice (defined here as the equitable distribution of resources,
opportunities, and benefits within society, as well as the protection of human rights and the
recognition of diversity) are closely linked, as good quality democratic systems should promote
inclusivity, participation, the rule of law, human rights, and accountability, all of which are
essential for achieving social justice. A democratic system that allows for meaningful
participation and representation of all citizens, including marginalized groups, helps ensure that
social justice is promoted. By giving voice to those who are typically excluded or disadvantaged,
democracy can help ensure that policies and decisions reflect the needs and interests of all
members of society. The rule of law includes protections against discrimination, arbitrary
detention, and other forms of injustice. By upholding the rule of law, democratic systems can
help ensure that all members of society are treated fairly and equitably. Democratic systems
promote accountability by ensuring that those in power are held responsible for their actions.
This can help ensure that policies and decisions are made in the best interests of all members of
society, rather than a select few. By promoting accountability, democratic systems can help
ensure that social justice is achieved. The quality of democracy is also closely linked to the
achievement of the SDGs. A democratic system that upholds good governance, promotes
participation and representation, ensures freedom of expression, protects human rights, and
fosters peace and stability can help create an enabling environment for sustainable development.
This panel welcomes papers on any of the above-mentioned themes.

Dados los muchos desafios que enfrentan nuestras sociedades, incluido el cambio climdtico, las
pandemias recientes y futuras, el agotamiento de los recursos naturales, los cambios
demogrdficos, la desigualdad y la pobreza masivas, asi como, entre otros, la disminucion de la
confianza en las instituciones politicas, la creciente apatia hacia la participacion politica formal,
la corrupcion y la creciente supresion de las libertades civiles y politicas, la necesidad de una
democracia de buena calidad es posiblemente mds importante ahora que nunca. La democracia
y la justicia social (definida aqui como la distribucion equitativa de recursos, oportunidades y
beneficios dentro de la sociedad, asi como la proteccion de los derechos humanos y el
reconocimiento de la diversidad) estdn estrechamente vinculadas, ya que los sistemas
democrdticos de buena calidad deben promover la inclusion, la participacion, la el estado de
derecho, los derechos humanos y la rendicion de cuentas, todos los cuales son esenciales para
lograr la justicia social. Un sistema democrdtico que permita una participacion y representacion
significativa de todos los ciudadanos, incluidos los grupos marginados, ayuda a garantizar que se
promueva la justicia social. Al dar voz a quienes suelen estar excluidos o en desventaja, la



democracia puede ayudar a garantizar que las politicas y decisiones reflejen las necesidades e
intereses de todos los miembros de la sociedad. El estado de derecho incluye protecciones contra
la discriminacidn, la detencion arbitraria y otras formas de injusticia. Al defender el estado de
derecho, los sistemas democrdticos pueden ayudar a garantizar que todos los miembros de la
sociedad reciban un trato justo y equitativo. Los sistemas democrdticos promueven la rendicion
de cuentas al garantizar que los que estdn en el poder sean responsables de sus acciones. Esto
puede ayudar a garantizar que las politicas y decisiones se tomen en el mejor interés de todos los
miembros de la sociedad, en lugar de unos pocos elegidos. Al promover la rendicion de cuentas,
los sistemas democrdticos pueden ayudar a garantizar que se logre la justicia social. La calidad
de la democracia también estd intimamente ligada al logro de los ODS. Un sistema democrdtico
que defienda la buena gobernanza, promueva la participacion y la representacion, garantice la
libertad de expresion, proteja los derechos humanos y fomente la paz y la estabilidad puede
ayudar a crear un entorno propicio para el desarrollo sostenible. Este panel da la bienvenida a
trabajos sobre cualquiera de los temas mencionados anteriormente.

Panel VIII: Global and regional governance structures for coordinating and guiding efforts
towards sustainable development

Working Group: International Relations and the Link between Regional and Global Governance
Architecture

Coordinator: Dr. Suzy Graham (UJ)

Achieving the SDGs requires strong global and regional governance structures to coordinate and
guide efforts towards sustainable development. At the global level, the United Nations plays a
key role in coordinating efforts to achieve the SDGs. The UN's high-level political forum on
sustainable development provides a platform for countries to review progress towards the SDGs
and share experiences and best practices. The UN also supports countries in developing national
strategies and policies to achieve the SDGs. Regional governance structures, such as regional
economic communities and organizations, also have an important role to play in achieving the
SDGs. These structures can support countries in coordinating regional efforts towards sustainable
development and can help address regional challenges and opportunities related to the SDGs. In
addition to these formal governance structures, civil society organizations, including NGOs,
community-based organizations, and academic institutions, play a vital role in promoting and
achieving the SDGs. These organizations can provide expertise, advocacy, and monitoring and
evaluation support to ensure that efforts towards the SDGs are inclusive and effective. Overall,
strong global and regional governance structures are essential for achieving the SDGs. These
structures can help to coordinate and guide efforts towards sustainable development, and can
ensure that the SDGs are integrated into national and regional policies and strategies.
Additionally, partnerships and collaboration between governments, civil society, and other
stakeholders are critical for achieving the SDGs in a way that is inclusive and sustainable. This
panel will accept abstracts dealing with the above.

Alcanzar los ODS requiere estructuras solidas de gobernanza mundial y regional para coordinar y
orientar los esfuerzos hacia el desarrollo sostenible. A nivel mundial, las Naciones Unidas juegan
un papel clave en la coordinacion de esfuerzos para lograr los ODS. El foro politico de alto nivel



de la ONU sobre desarrollo sostenible proporciona una plataforma para que los paises revisen el
progreso hacia los ODS y compartan experiencias y mejores prdcticas. La ONU también apoya a
los paises en el desarrollo de estrategias y politicas nacionales para lograr los ODS. Las estructuras
de gobernanza regional, como las comunidades y organizaciones econdmicas regionales, también
tienen un papel importante que desempenar en el logro de los ODS. Estas estructuras pueden
ayudar a los paises a coordinar los esfuerzos regionales hacia el desarrollo sostenible y pueden
ayudar a abordar los desafios y oportunidades regionales relacionados con los ODS. Ademds de
estas estructuras formales de gobernanza, las organizaciones de la sociedad civil, incluidas las
ONG, las organizaciones comunitarias y las instituciones académicas, desempernian un papel vital
en la promocion y el logro de los ODS. Estas organizaciones pueden brindar experiencia,
promocion y apoyo de monitoreo y evaluacion para garantizar que los esfuerzos hacia los ODS
sean inclusivos y efectivos. En general, las estructuras sdlidas de gobernanza global y regional son
esenciales para lograr los ODS. Estas estructuras pueden ayudar a coordinar y orientar los
esfuerzos hacia el desarrollo sostenible y pueden garantizar que los ODS se integren en las
politicas y estrategias nacionales y regionales. Ademds, las asociaciones y la colaboracidn entre
los gobiernos, la sociedad civil y otras partes interesadas son fundamentales para lograr los ODS
de una manera inclusiva y sostenible. Este panel aceptard resumenes relacionados con lo anterior.

Conference Scientific Committee: Prof S Graham (University of Johannesburg), Prof V Graham
(University of Pretoria).



